62                  A  LESSON  FKOM  THE  KAIK
seemed but a little thing that clouds should be seen gathenng oveihead, and yet, ere evening fell, these clouds led by degrees to the flooding of the liver, the sweeping down of trees, and fences, and faim produce, and it might even be to the destiuction of bridges, the inundation of fields and villages and towns, and a large destiuction of human hie and property
3   But perhaps you live in a large town and have no  oppoitunity  of seeing   such  country bights as i have been descubmg, and in that case you nuty natuidlly enough imagine that these things cannot have much interest for you You may learn a great deal, however, about ram and streams even in the streets of a town
4   Ckiteh a little of the ram in a plate, and you will find it to be so much clear watei     But look at it as it courses along the gutters    You see how muddy it is     It lias swept away the loose dust woin by wheels and feet fiom the stones of the  stieet,  and  carried it into the gutters      Each  gutter  thus  becomes like the flooded river
5, You can watch, too, how chips of stiaw, corks, bits of wood, and other loose objects lying in the street are borne away, very much as the trunks of trees are carried by the river Even in a town, therefore, you can follow how changes in the sky lead to changes on the earth.